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This office building was constructed in the early eighties on the spot
where hotel Astoria once stood, in front of the Railway station of The
Hague. It consists of a concrete structure with non-bearing brick
cladding. The basement holds parking places and shops are situated
on the first floor.

The renovation and transformation of the Astoria building is part of
a larger scheme to revitalize the whole neighborhood around the
railway station. Because of its location directly opposite the station
e Ak AStOﬂ aﬁ #;I*E&i%_ Astoria will play a major part in this process of urban upgrading. Our

B%5: Geste Groep proposition is to transform this office into a residential building with
i EIBA: Eric Vreedenburgh, Coen Bouwmeester, Guido Zeck Transformation Astoria Building more public functions in the two bottom layers. As part of this plan

Jaap Baselmans, Sander Malschaert the brick facade will be replaced by a striking lightweight facade. The
Jos van Heerde, Bas Verhagen

HmEE: W%, Stationsweg reduction in weight makes it possible to place another six layers of a
Project: Transformation Astoria Building lightweight construction type on top of the existing structure.

Principal: Geste Groep Attractive inner city areas depend on a rich spectrum of differentiated
Design team: Eric Vreedenburgh, Coen Bouwmeester, Guido Zeck,

Jaap Baselmans, Sander Malschaert buildings.

Jos van Heerde, Bas Verhagen In the present situation the elegance of the old Holland" s Spoor
Location: Stationsweg, The Hague

station is nullified by the two dreary brick office buildings opposite.
Neither do the neo-modernist alterations of the eighties deliver

the variation and quality that one may expect of the city entrance
of a seat of government. Now the opportunity arises to change
one of these buildings it should be taken to make it rise above the

RSB, predominant anonymity and rigidity.
2 The ingredients of this revitalization consist of programmatic and
b visual changes. The inner city must become a place to live in again.
I New initiatives must be developed, shops, high-end restaurants
E and cafés with terraces should get a chance to start up. The office
& g ] I | program will be replaced by housing with shops on the first floor and

' 1 recreation and sports on the second.

Furthermore the new contemporary fa?ade will be a welcome
PR / contrast to the bland and anonymous architecture that is predominant
=/ in the neighborhood and may serve as a catalyst for new élan. The
EEE Cor-ten steel filigree of the fa?ade is a reference to the cast and

RENAXERFA+EREN, HERK wrought iron constructions of the old station and imbues the building
AstoriaBiE (OB b . (T8 F K28 E and its surrounding space with a renewed vitality.
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